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A_ TRIBUTE 





Last month's Calendar carried a simple 
unobtrusive message that Miss Helen Purcell 
has slipped away into an Ursuline Novitiate. 
But her years of faithful service to the Con- 
ference deserve more recognition. For seven 
years her zealousness and warm personality 
have breathed life into the Conference and 
made of it a living, vital structure. 

Untold hours beyond the normal working 
day and week went into making the Conference 
Service Bureau the pivot point for advice, 
suggestions, helpfulness and encouragement. 

Miss Purcell's wonderful personal at- 
tributes of friendliness and a special 
sense of humor lent a warmth and a glow to 
her letters and personal contacts that made 
her a myriad of friends throughout the Con- 
ference. Many are the messages and letters 


that have reached the office requesting they 


be forwarded to her and commenting on the 
great loss to the Conference. 

But the Conference's loss has certainly 
been the Ursuline's gain. To quote just a 
few of our correspondents: "What an in- 
spiration she will be to her community and 
to her students. Even in the brief contact 
I have had with her she stood out as a 
chosen soul with great gifts." And another: 
"What do the Ursulines have that we haven't 
that they should get our prize package!" 

Although of necessity she must withdraw 
from Conference activities we know they 
will not be far from her thoughts. And we 


shall be looking forward to the day when our | 
- tion. 


new "Sister Ellen" will be representing her 
school at some regional meeting or national 
convention. 

God love her and make her chosen life a 
most happy one! 


Established 1937 








A STEP FORWARD 





An organization is live and vital only 
so long as progress is made. Many new 
steps have been taken by the Conference 
throughout the years and now still an- 
other is taking us a step further in 
keeping the Conference progressive. 

Negotiations have been entered into 
with a new publishing house, Declan X. 
McMullen, with the ultimate aim of find- 
ing a firm which might be considered the 
Conference publisher. This company has 
taken over the Fordham University Press. 

Our arrangements with McMullen's will 
make possible the publishing of the best 
scripts that reach the Service Bureau. 
They are setting a high standard for the 
plays and are seeking both full length 
and one-act plays. 

The Conference will receive ten per- 


cent of the gross receipts of royalties 


on all plays submitted through the Ser- 
vice Bureau. Ninety percent will be 
equitably divided between the author and 
the McMullen Company. 

Here is an opportunity for us to en- 


_ Courage our Catholic playwrights to do 
; some fine writing and to provide an out- 
‘let for their talents. 


It is understood 
that the Conference will turn over to 

the McMullen Company any scripts which is 
believed worth considering for publica- 
To secure the continuance of the 
arrangement we must prove that the Con- 
ference can channel new material. We 


urge you to interest others in this new 


(cont'd. on page 2) 


316 West 57 Street, New York, 19 Circle 7-0236 





BENEFIT PERFORMANCE 
"ALL GAUL IS DIVIDED" 





Taking their cue from the suggestion 
made at the national convention that 
benefit performances be given to add to 
the national treasury and thus help to 
insure the continuance of the Service 
Bureau and broaden the scope of the work, 
the sparkplugs in the Central Region have 
gone to work! 

Through the efforts of Father Karl 
Schroeder arrangements were made with the 
producers of "All Gaul is Divided" for a 
benefit performance for the Conference on 
Tuesday evening, November 11 at the Civic 
Theatre in Chicago. This is the Catholic 
University play that was presented during 
the national Convention and is now having 
professional production. 

Effort is being concentrated within the 
next ten days to dispose of the 878 seats. 
It is possible to derive $2500 for the Con- 
ference if all the seats are sold. Members 
in the Central Region are urged to cooperate 
with Miss Therese Cuny, Father Schroeder and 
our other enthusiastic workers in making 
this initial effort an overwhelming success. 

Other regions might take a cue from this | 
undertaking and make similar arrangements if 
the play comes to a city within their area. 
Here is an opportunity to really promote good 
Catholic Theatre and at the same time make 
better known and assist the work of the 
Conference. 


A STEP FORWARD (cont'd.) 





venture and to send us the best new scripts 
that go through your hands. Thus we can 
add to the Conference treasury as well as 
‘provide new plays for our groups. 

It is also understood that Conference 
groups producing McMullen's plays will re- 
ceive a special reduction in royalty. 

We have taken the first step; now let 
us proceed to the second by bringing to the 
attention of the Service Bureau new scripts 
which you consider worthy of publication. 
Let us get more good plays into print and 
into production! 


(3) 


: (4) 


(5) 


RE; THE BULLETIN 





Father Schroeder has had more than his 


' wsual share of difficulties as Editor of 


the Bulletin coupled with his many new 
duties as President of the Conference. 
Delayed by late copy and the necessity of 
making a new cover, due to removing the 
word "national" from our title, this 
year's issue of the Bulletin is later in 
its publishing date than he would like. 

The printer promises it will be ready 
the weekend of November 1 so please be 
patient just a little while longer. Good 
things are worth waiting for. 


LIBRARY RULES 





Now that all our groups are in produc- 
tion and the demands upon the library 
service are increased, it might be well 
to repeat the library regulations. 


(1) Only members may use the library. 

(2) The membership fee of $10.00 covers 
library privileges. No deposit is 
now necessary for postage unless 
there is an unusually heavy demand 
for plays in manuscript form, which 
must be mailed first class. In this 
event members will be asked to re- 
imburse the Conference. 

Books are due three weeks from date 
of shipment from New York. The due 
date is stamped on the inside back 
cover. There is a 25¢ per week fine 
for each book kept overtime. Our 
loan period is determined by the 
supply and demand for the books. De- 
lays in return of plays can work a 
hardship on other members wishing to 
consider the same play for a near 
production date. 

Library loans are customarily limited 
to six plays at one time. If you need 
more and read them within the allotted 
time we shall do our best to fill 
your request for them. 

All bound books travel at book rate 
postage; typewritten scripts first 
class. If we all cooperate by respec» 
ting these simple rules the Service 
Bureau will be able to service every- 
one more adequately. 












REGIONAL ACTIVITIES 












Central Region leads the way in setting an example for other regions in the way 
of cooperation and tangible results.....Milwaukee Play Festival........Chicago Play 
Festival......benefit performance of "All Gaul is Divided"...Davenport Drama Clinic! 


MILWAUKEE PLAY FESTIVAL DAVENPORT DRAMA CLINIC 








Sister M. Honora, 0.P. of St. Cather- 
ine's High School, Racine, Wisconsin is 
sparkplugging and will preside over the 
Milwaukee Play Festival to be held at 
Marquette High School on November 28, 29 
and 30. Three sets of one-act plays will event are being supervised by Sister 
be presented with ten high schools parti- Mary Angelita, B.V.M., chairman of the 
cipating, which includes all the Milwaukee Central Region. 


Immaculate Conception Academy and 
St. Ambrose College will play hosts to 
a drama clinic for high school students 
and teachers interested in furthering 
their work in dramatics. Plans for the 








High Schools with the exception of only 
one or two. The University of Wisconsin 
will send a critic judge. 

Saturday evening, November 29, will 
be devoted to a social gathering and on 
Sunday morning there will be a Communion 
Breakfast. 

One of the most interesting points of 
the entire Festival is the fact that all 
the schools participating are new con- 
tacts providing a fertile field for new 
Conference members. All are “humble, 
eager to learn and to help one another”. 


Mr. Schlenk of Marquette High was host 
for the planning meeting and made arrange- 


ments for use of Marquette's auditorium, 
dance floor and other facilities for the 
Festival. 

This is an activity of the Central 
Region, whose chairman is Sister Mary 
Angelita, B.V.M. of the Cameo Players, 
Immaculate Conception Academy, Davenport. 


The aim of this first endeavor is to 
unite the groups in the area and to work 
for greater communication and mutual 
cooperation among the producing groups. 

The clinic will open at 10:00 A.M., 
November 15, with an address by Rev. 
Karl Schroeder of Loras College, Presi- 
dent of the Conference. Sister Mary 
Leola, B.V.M. of Clarke College, Dubuque, 
Iowa will focus attention upon the need 
and value of instruction in dramatics 
in the secondary school, 

A demonstration in makeup techniques 
will be presented by Dr. Miller of Mar- 
quette University. In the afternoon 
A BELL FOR ADANO will be given for the 
entire group by the St. Ambrose College 
Players. Following this production the 
directors will meet for a discussion of 
mutual problems while the students meet 
with the cast for a social hour. 


CHICAGO PLAY FESTIVAL 





Loyola Academy will serve as pro- 
ducers for the Chicago Play Festival 
to be held at Loyola Community Theatre 
on November 28, 29 and 30. Twenty- 
four high schools will participate in 
the three day event with an audience 
of 1,000 expected for each day. 

Rev. Gilbert V. Hartke, 0.P., head 
of the Speech and Drama Department of 
Catholic University, will act as the 
Critic-Judge. 

Eight college scholarship awards 





will be presented in addition to Con- 
ference medals bearing the head of St. 
Genesius. The awards will be presented 
at the banquet on Sunday evening which 
500 will attend. 

Loyola Academy will serve lunch for 
all the young people on Friday and Sat- 
urday and a dance will be held for them 
Saturday evening. 

Arrangements are being handled by 
Miss Therese Marie Cuny, former chairman 
of Central Region. 





REGIONAL MEETING 


The East Central Region, under the 
leadership of their newly appointed 
chairman, Miss Sally Moormann, will 
hold a one day meeting at Our Lady of 
Cincinnati College on Saturday, Novem- 
ber 29. Registrations will begin Fri- 
day evening and continue Saturday morn- 
ing. 

A general assembly will open the 
meeting with a welcome by Father 
Stritch and an organizational meeting 
with Margaret Passmore from the Ser- 
vice Bureau as speaker. 

Rev. Karl Schroeder, Conference 
President, will speak at the luncheon 
on the meaning of Catholic Theatre and 
the purpose of the Conference. Later 
in the day he will serve as Director- 
Critic during the Play Clinic. 

The production for the clinic will 
be given by Ursuline Academy under 
the direction of Mrs. Linna T. Smith. 

Sectional meetings will follow with 
the assembly dividing into the follow- 
ing groups: College and University 
with Rev. Jos. A. Cousins of College 
of St. Charles Borromeo, Columbus, 
as discussion leader; High School pre- 
sided over by Sister Miriam, School 
of Brown County Ursulines, St. Martin, 
Ohio; Community Theatre with Stanley 
Grady of Catholic Theatre Guild of 
Northern Kentucky as the discussion 
leader. 

Benediction will close the business 
part of the day. A buffet supper will 
be given followed by a production of 
"ANGEL STREET" by the Edgecliff Play- 
ers of Our Lady of Cincinnati College. 

Residents of the East-Central 
Region, comprising Indiana, Michigan, 
Ohio and Kentucky are urged to inter- 
est representatives of surrounding 
school, college, university and com- 
munity groups to attend this one day 
session. Write Miss Sally Moormann 
immediately for reservations - 137 
Cleves Avenue, Cleves, Ohio. Kindly 
mark envelope "near Cincinnati" to 
insure its being sent to Cleves and 
not Cleveland. 

Miss Moormann,an Executive Board 
member as well as Regional Chairman, is 
anxious to have this initial meeting a 
success. We urge your interest and 
cooperation. 


by Mrs. Christopher tt 


Allegro - an original musical by Rodgers 
and Hammerstein which is more of a ballet 
with words. Fine dramatic movement by 
Agnes de Mille and interesting staging by 
Mielziner but not comparable to Oklahoma 
and Carousel. 

An Inspector Calls - an uneven melodrama 
by J. B. Priestley directed by Cedric 
Hardwicke with Thomas Mitchell and Mel- 
ville Cooper, in which Melville Cooper 
does more for the play than Thomas Mitchell. 
Command Decision - very compelling drama 
written from the General's point of view 
of the wastage of man in war with fine 
performances by Paul Kelly and Paul McGrath. 
High Button Shoes - very pleasant little 
musical about New Brunswick and two "con 
men" with hilarious Mack Sennett ballet 

by Jerome Robbins. 

How I Wonder - with Raymond Massey at his 
best and Everett Sloane playing his materi- 
alized Mind. Donald Ogden Stewart's 
rather leftish musings on the universe are 
given lively expression. 

Man and Superman - superb production of 
Shaw's wittiest comedy directed and played 
by Maurice Evans with a clever cast. 

Medea - magnificent performance by Judith 
Anderson which seems to cover the entire 
range of hatred. Gielgud has directed 
this very dramatic version really adapted 
by Robinson Jeffers. 

Music in My Heart - a routine operetta 
with a score from Tchaikovsky with rich 
sets and costumes. 

The Druid Circle - one of van Druten's 
best written plays with a fine cast headed 
by Leo G. Carroll and Ethel Griffies. 

The Heiress - Henry James' novel (Washing- 
ton Square) has made a most interesting 
and effective play with Wendy Hiller as 
the heroine. Fine production by Jed 
Harris. 

The Winslow Boy - bids fair (at this 
writing) to be a hit. More complete com- 
ments in next issue of Production Calendar, 





























LAST MINUTE NOTES 





Brief phone chat with Sister Honora re- 
garding Milwaukee Play Festival also includ- 
ed news of St. Catherine's High School 
Alumni Players, who will present RESPECT- 
FULLY YOURS on November 18, 19 and 20. 

Regional Chairmen and Directors: Please 
send news of activities by 20th of month. 














NEWS FOR YOU! 





Good news has reached us regarding former 
president, Father Donohue. Father Schroeder 
writes that he is coming along fine and 
should be out of the hospital by Thanks- 
giving and doing a little relief teaching. 


More good news comes from Sister Mary 
Immaculate of St. Joseph Academy Genesiennes, 
Wheeling, West Va., stating their first per- 
formance of the season, sometime after 
Thanksgiving, will be for the benefit of 

the Conference. 


Fordham University, too, has promised a 
benefit performance. Details are now being 
worked out under the supervision of Mr. 
W.L.H. Bunker, Mid-Atlantic Regional 
chairman, and Mr. Albert McCleery, director 
at Fordham. 


Visitors to the Service Bureau recently 
have included Helen Flanigan and Irene 
Cyphers of Catholic Theatre Guild of Pgh., 
Rev. A. J. Welsh from the Archbishop's 
House, Kingston, Ontario and Joseph Sobi- 
eski of CBS station KTSA, San Antonio, 
Texas. All were enthusiastic for the pro- 
moting of Catholic Theatre in their respec- 
tive areas. 


The Passion Players' Guild of Woburn, Mass., 
new members of the Conference, mention in 
a short sketch of their history the item 
that for the past eleven seasons (three war 


years excluded) the Guild has toured eastern’ 


Massachusetts with "The Man of Sorrow", a 
Passion Play. The season of 1947 ended with 
the 137th performance of this play. 


"A Fellow Needs a Friend", one of the play 
scripts entered in the 1946 Bishop Sheil 
Play Contest, has been published by Walter 
Baker Company....12 men, 5 women, 1 interi- 
or, royalty $25.00, scripts 75¢. It tells 
of the problems young Father Madden en- 
counters when he decides to have his young 
parishioners give a play. How he straight- 
ens out everybody's problems is told in a 
fast-moving entertaining manner. 


Miss Therese Cuny, former chairman of the 
Central Region, has evolved a practical 
plan of meeting with the Chicago directors 
once @ month to discuss their problems and 
to help one another. 





_gship fee. 


MORE NEWS FOR YOU! 





Sister Thomas More, 0.P., of St. Clara 
Academy, Sinsinawa, Wisc. (and a Board 
member of the Conference) is telling 


everyone about a charming Christmas 
masque called "The Holy Night" written 
by Florence Converse with music by Kate 
Stearns Page based on old French carols. 
Besides the regular and usual characters 
there are the ox, the ass, the raven, 


' the lamb and the cock, all of whom speak 
on the night Christ is born. 
- ference has a copy on order to add to 


The Con- 


the library. 


"Respectfully Yours", the comedy presen- 
ted so successfully by the New York 
Blackfriars last Spring, is now in 
published form. Copies are available 
from Samuel French Company at 85¢. Three 
new scripts have been added to the Con- 
ference library to help take care of the 
demand for this play. Four sets of 
galley proofs have been in constant use 
for the past several months. 


NEW SUSTAINING MEMBER 





The C.Y¥.0. Theater Workshop of Chicago is 
the newest sustaining member of the Con- 
ference, which brings the total number up 
to four and the income from this type of 


_membership up to a round one hundred 
: dollars. 


MEMO 


When encouraging new groups to join the 
Conference it might be well to keep in 
mind that there is a one dollar initiation 
fee in addition to the ten dollars membter- 
And by the same token to re- 
mind delinquent members in your area that 


/ one dollar is payable on all lapsed mem- 
_berships and subscriptions. 
| Of extra correspondence can thus be saved 


A great deal 


and speed up the replies to inquiries 


' for service. 


DRAMATIC WRITING AWARDS 





| Dramatists' Alliance of Stanford Univer- 
sity announces the 13th annual competition 
. for awards in dramatic writing. Contests 
are open to all persons writing in sound 
dramatic forms. For information about 
entry fees, etc. address Dramatists' Alli- 
‘ance, Box 200 Z, Stanford University, Calif, 


ON THE BOARDS ACROSS THE COUNTRY 





Beaver Dam, Wisc, - St. Peter's Dramatic 
Club presents RAMSHACKLE INN on Nov. 16 
Blackfriars’ Guild, N.Y. extends its run 
of HOBOES IN HEAVEN to Nov. 23. Now in 
production TRIAL BY FIRE, written by 
Rev. Geo. H. Dunne, S.J., to open on 
Dec, 2, directed by Albert McCleery of 
the Fordham Theatre staff. 

Brooklyn - Father Ryan Players of Cathe- 
dral College will repeat one of their 
previous successes - THE FIRST LEGION 

on Nov. 20 at the Academy of Music, di- 
rected by Rev. John J. Wiest. 

Boston - UPON A FIRM ROCK, a historical 
production by Boston College Dramatic 
Society on Oct. 20 at St. Mary's Church, 
written by Rev. Wm. Donaghy, S.d. and 
directed by Rev. John L. Bonn, SwW., 
assisted by Fathers Jas. Healy and Henry 
McLeod. 

Dubuque - Loras College presents MACBETH, 
Nov. 9 and 10, directed by Father Schroe- | 
der. 

Duluth - College of St. Scholastica Play- | 
makers' Guild - TOM SAWYER - Nov. 24. 
Fordham - a new play by Seamus White, a 
young Irish playwright, THE CARDINAL AND 
THE CROWS - Nov. 5-9, directed by 
Albert McCleery. 

LaCrosse - Aquinas High School presents : 
THE EMPEROR'S NEW CLOTHES, Nov. 5,6 and 7.) 
Louisville - Roswitha Players - ALICE IN | 
WONDERLAND, Nov. 25 and 26. 

Minneapolis - Academy of Holy Angels - 

3 act mystery ROYAL OCCASION by Millard. 
An interesting new play for 14 females; 
foreign publication furnished by Baker 
Co. Rental of 14 copies @ $5.00 is pos- 
sible, the only ones in America: One 
set show that revolves around a ballet 
performance before royalty with the 
death of the manager on the night of the 
performance. Royalty $25.00...The junior 
group of the Academy will present THE 
FAMILY TREE on Nov. 30. 

Montreal - Cathespian Guild - STARDUST 
Nov. 16 and 19 in Loyola College audi- 
torium. 

Montreal - St. Genesius Players have a 
series of weekly radio shows scheduled 
eat 2:05 P.M. over station CJAD for weeks 
to come. 

New Orleans - Ursuline College presents 
OF HIS OWN HOUSE early in November. 











' Players' Club. 


| LANGUAGE directed by David Itkin was pre- 


| sented on Oct. 18 through 27. 
i the theatre group will cross the 100 mark 

: in the number of productions. 

| Detroit - The Children's Stage gave three 

: performances of THE PRINCESS AND THE SWINE- 





Philadelphia - Philopatrian Theatre 
Guild - THE COMEDIAN - Nov..6, 7 and 8. 





: Philadelphia - St. Leonard’s Academy of the 
i Holy Child, a new Conference member, will 

_ produce THE BARRETTS on Nov. 2] and 22. 

| Minnesota - College of St. Benedict in St. 
' Joseph, Minn., presents two one-act plays: 
; THE WILLOW PLATE ay bared , 

| New Haven - Campus tre Players of Al- 
: bertus Magnus College - QUALITY STREET - 
: Nov. 17th. 

| Sinsinawe, Wisc.- St. Clara Academy - 

: Sister Thomas More begins work on THE 

| EMPEROR'S NEW CLOTHES. Also an original 
. on their founder using marionettes. 


| St. Mary of the Woods Coleg, Indiana - 
: two evenings of one-acts on Oct. 29 and 


VINTAGE. 





Nov. 5, an annual event sponsored by the 
Unusual feature this year 
is that all six of the plays are originals 


_ written in last year's playwrighting clase. 


Tarrytown - Marymount College - MILESTONES- 





- Nov. 9 = 12 and TWELFTH NIGHT Nov. 21 - 22. 


Weston, Mass. - Regis College - THE IMPORT- 
ANCE OF BEING EARNEST, 


| Wichita - Cathedral High School - ANNIE 





_ LAURIE - sometime during middle of Nov. 

| Wichita - Mt. Carmel Academy presents a 

| program to celebrate their 60th anniversary. 
' Tulsa - Monte Cassino - LAST PROM - an 

' Original all girl comedy by Sister Immacu- 

' late Nov. 2 - 6. 


PAST PERFORMANCES 
- De Paul University - ANOTHER 


This season 


at the Art Institute the weekend of 
Oct. 10 and 11. The adult theatre did three 
performances of APPLE OF EYE the same 
weekend at the Art Institute with the origi- 


' nal Broadway set. Walter Huston closed his 
/ tour in Detroit and the group fell heir to 
| the scenery. 

, Pigtsburgh 


- Catholic Theatre Guild pro- 
duced THE JOYOUS SEASON on Oct. 22,23 andok 
Louisville - Catholic Theatre Guild opened 
their 17th season with PAPA IS ALL Oct. 26 
and 27. 


| Madison Blackfriars Guild - JANUARY THAW on 


Oct. 25. 
Richmond - Catholic Theatre Guild - ONE 


: PUNCH JUDY the last week of Oct. 


cont'd. on insert) 
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